
Ruth 3:10-18 

Recap –  

Naomi had given Ruth instructions about going to seek out her kinsman  redeemer, which would give 

Ruth the security Naomi desperately wanted for her. Naomi told Ruth how to petition Boaz which 

would allow him to exercise his responsibilities as her goel. 

Boaz stayed the night at the threshing floor, customary in that time, to protect his newly harvested 

grain.  We saw Ruth lay down at Boaz feet.  (This act of total submission is what is translated as her 

“marriage proposal”.  Before Boaz rested, he ate, drank and his heart was cheerful.  After he was sated, 

Ruth came softly and uncovered his feet.  Scriptures tell us Boaz awoke, startled, about midnight only 

to find a woman lying at his feet.  He asked, ‘Who are you?” and Ruth responded she was his 

maidservant.  She’d previously called herself “a Moabitess”, however, this title further committed her 

to him and their relationship.  Additionally, she told him to “take your maidservant under your wing, for 

you are a close relative.” 

You are a close relative – Elimelech had the right to have his name carried on and Boaz, as the goel, 

was responsible to do this for Elimelech.  Ruth boldly and humbly and properly sought her right. 

Commentator Morris stated “spreading of a skirt over a widow claiming her as a wife is attested among 

Arabs of early days”.  My investigation did not reveal any such specific custom found in Arab 

weddings; the attire at an Arab wedding focus is on covering and modesty 

We did mention in the last lesson, however, it is a Jewish custom to “spread one’s mantle over a person 

meaning to claim that person for yourself.  We looked at the example in Ezek 16:8 where the Lord 

stated, so I spread my wing over you and covered your nakedness.  Yes, I swore an oath to you and 

entered into a covenant with you, and you became Mine.” says the Lord God.  In Ruth 2:12 Ruth had 

come under the wings of Jehovah God and now she would be under the wing of Boaz, her beloved 

husband.  This is a beautiful picture of marriage. 

Remember, we talked about the prayer shawl, Talith, which is sometimes incorporated into a Jewish 

wedding ceremony – it can be used as the chuppah canopy or the couple may be wrapped in the 

groom’s talith for a portion of the wedding ceremony symbolizing his protection of her and the sacred 

relationship they are creating as they build their life together 

We also found the word translated wing (kanap – Kaw-nawf – Heb) is also used in Biblical terms as 

extremity, edge, border, corner, skirt or corner of a garment. 

Let’s see what we find hidden in the story of Ruth today and we will start at Boaz’s response to Ruth in 

verse 10: 

10 Then he said, "Blessed are you of the Lord, my daughter! For you have shown more kindness at the 

end than at the beginning, in that you did not go after young men, whether poor or rich.   

• Boaz continues to invoke the name of the Lord (even in the middle of the night). – Matthew 

12:34 says, “Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.” If you want to know if a 
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person curses or not perhaps one way is to startle them in the middle of the night. Boaz was 

startled in the middle of the night, but he didn’t curse. Instead, he says, “The Lord bless you.” As 

we saw in chapter two when he greeted his workers with a blessing from the Lord, Boaz’s words 

are seasoned with salt and give grace to those who hear. It is not a pretense. He didn’t have time 

here to plan out what he was going to say. It was natural and demonstrated who he was. 

• Application: When you are startled, shocked, or in pain, how do you respond? Do you also have 

a habit of talking about the Lord and blessing others with your words? 

• It seems there was considerable age difference between Boaz and Ruth – this is the second time 

he’s referred to her as “my daughter” 

o [Eph 1:4 NKJV] 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 

should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 

o [Jas 4:7-8 NKJV] 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse [your] hands, [you] sinners; and 

purify [your] hearts, [you] double-minded. 

• Boaz could have refused to have anything to do with her, but he loved her, he accepted her 

• Boaz can quietly say “no” without losing face publicly. 

• Ruth was focused on what she was told and on what God had planned.  She trusted in Naomi, 

God, and Boaz 

• Naomi is acting as a mentor to Ruth like Titus 2:3-4 

• If you are older and more experienced, then open up your life and be willing to share with and 

help those who are just getting started. Jesus mentored His disciples. Paul mentored Timothy and 

many others. Who are you mentoring? 

• Had Boaz considered becoming her kinsman redeemer prior to this conversation?  He doesn’t 

seem at all hesitant – this is exactly how the Lord responds to us as we seek a deeper, more 

meaningful relationship with Him 

• Boaz loved Ruth. – We can infer this from verse 10. He interprets her willingness to marry him 

as “kindness.” While the closer relative may have considered Ruth a bother, a nuisance, or 

perhaps even worse, a leech, Boaz responds to her joyfully. Instead of looking down on her as a 

poor foreigner who would be a drain on his finances, Boaz loved her. Now we can begin to see 

that the heaps of kindness he poured on her throughout the whole harvest season were perhaps 

not only motivated out of kindness to the poor (although we can see that Boaz is this kind of 

man) but was perhaps enhanced because of his love for her. 

• In verse 10 we can catch a glimpse of what Boaz may have been concerned about and what could 

have been holding him back. He says, “You have not run after the younger men, whether rich or 

poor.” Boaz is clearly older than Ruth. Perhaps it is this age gap that made him hesitate before. 

While he loves Ruth and would enjoy nothing more than to make her his wife, he still had doubts 

that a man of his age would be desirable to Ruth. 

• From this, we can also see that Boaz is selfless. True love puts others’ needs and desires first. 

And Boaz wanted above everything else for Ruth to be happy. 



• God is seeking a closer relationship with each of us and we should not be afraid to draw near and 

share His love 

o [Jhn 14:22-24 NKJV] 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, "Lord, how is it that You will 

manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?" 23 Jesus answered and said to him, "If 

anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come 

to him and make Our home with him. 24 "He who does not love Me does not keep My 

words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me. 

• If we only knew the depth of the love our Kinsman-Redeemer has for us, we’d forsake 

everything else and enjoy His fellowship 

Day FOUR – Ruth 3:10-13 

 In V10 Boaz says to Ruth, You have shown your last kindness to be better than the first” – 

showing him loyalty even though he’s older  

 ***What was her first kindness?  (Rut2:11) Her loyalty to Naomi 

 ***What was her last kindness? (Rut10:3b) She didn’t pursue younger men 

A. What does Ruth’s last kindness appear to indicate regarding Boaz’s age?  It’s not an 

issue for her 

 

 

 

• Boaz had the right to force Ruth to marry him, as her goel, but he did not.  He was kind 

enough to act as goel toward her only if she desired it 

• It should be noted that Biblical authors are not shy about mentioning the sexual sins of the 

subjects they write about, even famous heroes of the faith. The Bible does not gloss over it 

when people stumble sexually, sometimes describing it in great detail. Judah’s sin with Tamar, 

Abraham’s sin with Hagar, Lot’s sin with his daughters, David’s sin with Bathsheba, and Eli’s 

sons’ sins with the ladies who came to the tabernacle are just a few examples of sexual sins 

that are written about in great detail. No, the authors are not shy and do not candy-coat sin. 

The writer of Ruth mentioned nothing sexual because there was nothing sexual. 

• Ruth also based her attraction to Boaz more on respect than appearance.  Lesson:  don’t fall in 

love with appearance or image! 

• Keep in mind that the book of Ruth is much more than the record of the marriage of a rejected 

alien to a respected Jew. It’s also the picture of Christ’s relationship to those who trust Him 

and belong to Him 

11 And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you request, for all the people of my 

town know that you are a virtuous woman. 

    Ruth chose to be obedient to what the Lord had for her “by not going after younger men, 

whether poor or rich”.  How often we lean on our own understanding and/or desires and miss out 

on the beautiful plan that God has in store for us if we will just surrender to His will and not to our 

own.  Something to think about. 
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• I will do all that you request – this made Naomi look brilliant – the plan worked perfectly 

• All the people know you are a virtuous woman – Chayil – strength, valor, wealth.  Used as the 

female synonym for mighty man of valor and as in Prov 31 woman – a woman of virtue 

• In the ESV in verse 2:1, Boaz is described as a worthy man.  A virtuous woman and a worthy 

man!  Good match!  

• She had a reputation as a virtuous woman!  Do we have such a reputation?  Or are we known for 

our sin?  Gossiper? Angry? Drunk? Pot Head? Grumbler? Gambler? 

• Read Proverbs 31:10-31 – list the virtues and identify if there are any you need to work on 

o Hard working, wise, teaches with wisdom, gives instruction with kindness, fea of the Lord, 

generosity and care for others, diligent, not idle, embraces tasks with dedication and 

enthusiasm, strength and honor rooted in character and integrity, mental and emotional 

resilience in adversity, steadfast, is not swayed by society pressure or popular opinion 

o Our god is worthy of us to work on our attitudes and actions!  Revelation 4:11 

DAY FOUR –  

 2. What comforting words does Boaz speak to Ruth in V 11a? I will do all that you request 

  A. What did the people of the city “know” about her?  She was a woman of excellence, 

worth, virtue 

  Excellence – fineness, brilliance, superiority, quality, merit (perfection in workbook) 

1.  By definition, excellence is perfection.  According to James 1:4, why does God 

allow trials in the life of a believer? 

a. [Jas 1:4 NKJV] 4 But let patience have [its] perfect work, that you may be 

perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 

12 Now it is true that I am a close relative; however, there is a relative closer than I. 

• While Boaz was a recognized goel for Ruth, there was another goel closer in relationship to 

Elimelech 

• Boaz could not exercise his right as a kinsman redeemer unless the closer relative relinquished 

his rights toward Ruth; there was another redeemer near relative than Boaz.  

• Boaz wanted to make sure everything was handled properly.  He didn’t want the other man to 

take her, but he did what was right to find him. 

DAY FOUR 

 3.  How might this desired arrangement be complicated? (V12) if the nearer relative wanted to be 

her goel 

13 Stay this night, and in the morning it shall be that if he will perform the duty of a close relative for 

you--good; let him do it. But if he does not want to perform the duty for you, then I will perform the 

duty for you, as the Lord lives! Lie down until morning." 
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• The Lord assures us; “fear not” and “do not be afraid” are found over 365 times in the bible 

o [Heb 3:6 NKJV] 6 but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold 

fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end. 

o Boaz calmed her fears and made a promise to her about the future 

• The plan of goel had seemed to simple, dry cut to Naomi now turns out to be a bit more 

complicated 

• Note Boaz did not keep this issue hidden from Ruth; he didn’t want her to return home with false 

hopes in her heart 

• He’d rather she return home with joy and peace as they waited patiently on the news that Ruth 

would be his bride; he would do God’s will God’s way and he didn’t cut corners 

o Psa 37:5 Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him and He will do it! 

• Boaz was a righteous man; he respected and put the close relative’s rights before his own  

• He would talk with him in the morning 

• “as the Lord lives” was the most solemn, binding oath a Jew could vow – this was Boaz solemn 

promise he made 

• Rest, my dear.  The matter is in hand. 

DAY FOUR 

 4.  What were Boaz’s final words to Ruth that night?  Lie down until morning 

A,  What does this reveal to you about Boaz’s character?  He had integrity and righteous 

character; he dealt in fact, not supposition or conjured, contrived thoughts 

14 So she lay at his feet until morning, and she arose before one could recognize another. Then he said, 

"Do not let it be known that the woman came to the threshing floor." 

• Again, Boaz demonstrates integrity and righteousness; he was protecting Ruth’s reputation as 

well as his own 

• He didn’t want to give any opportunity for wrong opinion or gossip about Ruth 

• Boaz and Ruth were not trying to hide anything scandalous; it was just that Boaz didn’t want this 

nearer kinsman to learn that Ruth was now demanding her right to marriage to a goel before 

Boaz could tell him personally. 

• Boaz would work for Ruth and wouldn’t rest until he had settled the matter. 

o [Phl 1:6 NKJV] 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work 

in you will complete [it] until the day of Jesus Christ; 

• Jesus works unceasingly for us as He intercedes in heaven  

o [Rom 8:34 NKJV] 34 Who [is] he who condemns? [It is] Christ who died, and furthermore 

is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 

• And that He is working in us, seeking to conform us to His perfect will 

o [Phl 2:12-13 NKJV] 12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my 

presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 
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and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for [His] good 

pleasure. 

DAY FIVE –  

 1. It now becomes evident as to why Boaz told Ruth to “lie down until morning”.  Why was this 

so important?  Boaz didn’t want to upset Ruth; he would deal with it through integrity and 

righteousness in the morning 

READ THE MATTHEW HENRY QUOTE -  

15 Also he said, "Bring the shawl that is on you and hold it." And when she held it, he measured six 

ephahs of barley, and laid it on her. Then she went into the city. 

• As she was leaving, Boaz again showed his generosity and kindness to her by gifting her with six 

measures of barley to be given to Naomi.  Boaz did not want Ruth to return to Naomi empty-

handed.   

• This may have been his way of showing that he did indeed plan to honor his promise to care for 

them even if the nearer relative decided to be Ruth’s goel 

• According to David Guzik: Jewish traditions say that the six measures of barley given as a gift to 

Ruth were a sign of six pious men who would descend from her, endowed with six spiritual gifts: 

David, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, Azariah, and the Messiah – couldn’t find proof of this, that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were related to Ruth? 

• Some Jewish commentaries suggest that the 6 ephahs of barley was so much that it made Ruth 

appear pregnant 

• Boaz is always faithfully providing food.  Isn’t that so like Jesus!  He doesn’t send us away 

empty.  

DAY 5 

 2. Before Ruth leaves the threshing floor, what does Boaz do for her?  Puts 6 measures of barley 

in her shawl for Naomi 

 A.  Using your study helps, how much would six measures of barley equal?  8-10 bushels, 

significant 

16 So when she came to her mother-in-law, she said, "Is that you, my daughter?" Then she told her all 

that the man had done for her. 

• It must have been pretty dark still for her not to recognize Ruth.  Did Naomi stay up all night 

wondering what was happening? 

• Was it that she looked pregnant? 
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DAY 5 

 3 Imagine how excited Naomi must have been as she anxiously awaited Ruth’s return home.  

What did she immediately want to know?  Is that you, my daughter? 

17 And she said, "These six ephahs of barley he gave me; for he said to me, 'Do not go empty-handed 

to your mother-in-law.' " 

DAY 5 

A. as well as an explanation of “all that the man had done for her”, what was the evidence 

of how well things had gone? 8 -10 bushels of barley in her shawl 

1.  Boaz was not just speaking promises, but he showed sincerity through generosity.  

What do these verses tell us about the generous man? 

• [Pro 19:17 NKJV] 17 He who has pity on the poor lends to the LORD, And 

He will pay back what he has given. 

• [Pro 22:9 NKJV] 9 He who has a generous eye will be blessed, For he gives 

of his bread to the poor. 

18 Then she said, "Sit still, my daughter, until you know how the matter will turn out; for the man will 

not rest until he has concluded the matter this day." 

• We see Naomi’s sound advice given Ruth – Ruth would have accomplished nothing by following 

Boaz around Bethlehem attempting to help him keep his promises 

• Naomi told Ruth to “wait” for Boaz to carry out his promise to her.  Naomi was well aware of the 

righteousness of Boaz and also that he was a man of action.  She assured Ruth that Boaz would 

not rest until the matter was settled that day 

DAY 5 

 4. Oh No!! The dreaded four-letter word that nobody wants to hear!!  Then she said, WAIT, my 

daughter” 

  Define WAIT – delay, pause, postpone, time lag, hold your horses, put off 

A. We are all called to “wait” upon the Lord…sometimes for a short period of time 

and sometimes for an extended period.  Regardless, how are we exhorted to wait for 

the Lord in Psa 40:1? 

• [Psa 40:1 NKJV] 1 I waited patiently for the LORD; And He inclined to me, And 

heard my cry. 

B. In Ruth’s case, the wait would not be long?  What was Naomi confident of?  That 

Boaz would not rest until the matter was closed 
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This chapter closes with a sense of anticipation, because Naomi knew that whoever redeemed Ruth, 

whether Boaz or the nearer relative, that day would be Ruth’s day of redemption. 

• [Ecc 3:1 NKJV] 1 To everything [there is] a season, A time for every purpose 

under heaven: 

Are you currently in God’s waiting room, waiting for God to answer your prayers?  How difficult is 

waiting on God for you? 

• Naomi knows the character of Boaz!  WAIT! 

• Ruth 3:3 “Go” verses Ruth 3:18 “Wait”  Sometimes we act.  Sometimes we wait.   

• Do not get ahead of God.   

• [Psa 27:14 NKJV] 14 Wait on the LORD; Be of good courage, And He shall 

strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the LORD! 

 

 

What did you learn about God? 

What can you apply to your life? 

       The Lord (our Kinsman Redeemer) has taken all the necessary steps to secure His bride.  Our job is to wait 

patiently for His return.  Ruth didn’t know how the matter would turn out (Rut 3:18), but we do!!  Take a 

minute to praise and thank Him! 


