Ruth 4:11-22 — A Marriage and child- a little review and a wrap up

It’s wonderful when the covenant community rejoices with a bride and groom because what they’re doing is in the
will of God

Marriage is not actually a private affair as some believe. The sacred union of marriage includes God and God’s
people; every bride and groom should want that blessing of God and His people on their marriage.

We'll see the people of Israel pray that Ruth will be fruitful in bearing children, for Israel children are considered a
blessing, not a burden

o Psa 127:3-5 3 Lo, children [are] an heritage of the LORD: [and] the fruit of the womb [is his] reward. 4
As arrows [are] in the hand of a mighty man; so [are] children of the youth. 5 Happy [is] the man that
hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the
gate.

In the United States today over 1.5 million babies are illegally destroyed in the womb; removed like they’re
cancerous tumors

It was important that Jewish wives bear children to perpetuate the nation and because it would be through Israel
that God would send the Messiah to earth

Jews abhorred both abortion and the exposing of children to die; both were common practices in other nations

Leah and Rachel bore Jacob eight sons who built the nation by founding the leading tribes of Israel (Gen. 29:31—
30:24; 35:18)

Ephrathah in Hebrew means “fruitful”. The people wanted Ruth to be fruitful and famous and bring honor to their
little town. It was the place where Rachel was buried (Gen 35:19), but would also be the place where Jesus Christ
was born

Ruth trusted Boaz; wonderful changes came into her life and she let him work on her behalf. She went from
loneliness to love, from toil to rest, from poverty to wealth, from worry to assurance and from despair to hope

No longer “Ruth the Moabitess”, her past was gone and she made a new beginning. She became “Ruth the wife of
Boaz”, a name she was proud to bear.

One of the many images of the church in the Bible is “the bride of Christ”. Scripture emphasizes Christ’s love for the
church as seen in His ministries:

o [Eph 5:22-23 KJV] 22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23 For the
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the Savior of the
body.

He died for the church (past), He cleanses and nourishes the church through the Word (present), and He will one day
present the church in glory (future) in heaven where He is preparing a beautiful home for His bride.

One day we will celebrate His wedding

o Rev19:1-10



1 Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there; and behold, the close relative of whom Boaz had spoken came
by. So Boaz said, "Come aside, friend, sit down here." So he came aside and sat down.

2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, "Sit down here." So they sat down.

3 Then he said to the close relative, "Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, sold the piece of land
which belonged to our brother Elimelech.

4 And | thought to inform you, saying, 'Buy it back in the presence of the inhabitants and the elders of my people. If
you will redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not redeem it, then tell me, that | may know; for there is no one but you

to redeem it, and | am next after you.' " And he said, "l will redeem it."

5 Then Boaz said, "On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also buy it from Ruth the
Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to perpetuate the name of the dead through his inheritance."

6 And the close relative said, "l cannot redeem it for myself, lest | ruin my own inheritance. You redeem my right of
redemption for yourself, for | cannot redeem it."

7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging, to confirm anything: one
man took off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was a confirmation in Israel.

8 Therefore the close relative said to Boaz, "Buy it for yourself." So he took off his sandal.

9 And Boaz said to the elders and all the people, "You are witnesses this day that | have bought all that was
Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, from the hand of Naomi.

10 Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, | have acquired as my wife, to perpetuate the name of the
dead through his inheritance, that the name of the dead may not be cut off from among his brethren and from his
position at the gate. You are witnesses this day."

11 And all the people who were at the gate, and the elders, said, "We are witnesses. The Lord make the woman who
is coming to your house like Rachel and Leah, the two who built the house of Israel; and may you prosper in
Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem.

e So, both the purchase of the estate as well as the marriage of Ruth were both conditions of this bargain

e Had Ruth yet been to his house? Where he actually lived?

e She was, however, now a member of his family, a principal part of it, his wife

e The witnesses hoping Boaz and Ruth prosper as a family in Bethlehem and to become famous

e Jacob’s 12 tribes sprang from his wives and their maids, yet all the children were reckoned their by a moral
estimation

e Rachel is listed first, even though she was younger than Leah, she was his beloved; she was his first wife of
intention; Jacob was deceived by Laban

o Jewish tradition and culture of the Ashkenazi Jews for the groom to lift the veil of the bride to ensure
he’s got the right woman

e The children born of these 2 wives and 2 maidens built the house of Israel and became a great nation, very
numerous

e Both Ephrathah and Bethlehem are in the same proximity; this seems to be directed to Boaz that he continue to
do worthy and virtuous things as well as increase his wealth, riches, power and authority, retaining his name
and growing his reputation amongst his fellow citizens

DAY THREE
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2. As we consider the beautiful words of the witnesses, it’s as if they can sense that they are witnessing the beginning
of something wonderful. What did they say about “the woman” who was coming into Boaz’s home?

May the Lord make the woman who is coming to your home house like Rachel & Leah and may you prosper
What words of blessing did the witnesses speak to Boaz in the name of the LORD?

May you prosper and be famous in Bethlehem; may your house be like the house of Perez because of the
offspring which the Lord will give you

12 May your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring which the Lord
will give you from this young woman."

e Still at the gate, who are the witnesses giving this blessing?

e The story of his birth is in Genesis 38:27-30

e The house of Perez, of the Bethlehemites, who were also of the house or family of Pharez who was born to
Judah and Tamar

e Tamar may have been a Canaanite, from another nation just like Ruth — while it’s also argued she may have been
Jewish
e Jews say she was forty years of age, and in ( Ruth 3:10 ) and the elders prayed he might have numerous family of
the children the Lord would give him by her
o [Rth 3:10 NKJV] 10 Then he said, "Blessed [are] you of the LORD, my daughter! For you have shown more
kindness at the end than at the beginning, in that you did not go after young men, whether poor or rich.

Emphasis on prosperity in marriage was measured by children — Ruth and Boaz’s firstborn son would be
considered the son of Mahlon, but any additional children were legally Boaz’s children

B. What were the witnesses confident of? (12b) Offspring are given by the Lord

o Psa127:3-5 3 Lo, children [are] an heritage of the LORD: [and] the fruit of the womb [is his] reward

13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and when he went in to her, the Lord gave her conception, and she
bore a son.

e No other rites or ceremonies than those expressed here, none other were performed
e Josephus notes Ruth bore a son at year’s end
e This is the 2" stage in the Jewish wedding; the consummation or the Chuppa
o The 1t stage, commitment, was in part the scene on the threshing floor where Ruth submitted herself to
Boaz and secondly the legal part at the gates of the city where the kinsman redeemer was identified as
Boaz
o 3"and final stage of the Jewish wedding is the celebration which often lasted 7 days-
= Judges 14: 10-18 Samson the judge in Israel wedding celebration to Timnah lasted a week
e The gift of children was never taken for granted in Israel. The fact that Boaz and Ruth were able to raise up a son
to the deceased Elimelech was evidence of God’s blessing
e God had been gracious to Ruth back in Moab by giving her the faith to trust Him and be saved
e His grace continued when she moved to Bethlehem, for He guided her to the field of Boaz where Boaz fell in
love with her
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e God’s grace continued at the town gate where the nearer kinsman rejected Ruth and Boaz purchased her. After
the marriage, God poured out His grace on Ruth and Boaz by giving her conception (Gen. 29:31; 30:1-2; 33:5)
and then by giving her the safe delivery of a son, whom they named Obed (“servant”)

DAY FOUR

1. Verse 13 says, “So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife, and he went into her. And the LORD enabled her to
conceive. Define ENABLE: to make possible, to give or supply opportunity

A. Did Ruth have children with Naomi’s son, her first husband? So what is evident here?

The LORD enabled her to conceive. Ruth had been childless during her marriage to Mahlon. That children are a gift
from God needs to be reemphasized in modern times.

14 Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this day without a close relative; and
may his name be famous in Israel!

e This close relative refers to Obed, not to Boaz

e Were these the women who were called to attend the birth of the child?

e Look at blessed Naomi! She now had a grandson; had mourned the loss of her husband and two sons in Moab

e Now she is not left without a relation, a kinsman, a redeemer for which the women blessed God

e The son that was born would be the heir of the estate

e ltis fitting that these blessings in the life of Naomi be given so much attention at the end of the book

e Naomi was the one whose original returning to the LORD began all this great work of God

e |f Naomi had not decided to go back to Bethlehem, the land of Israel, and the God of Israel, none of this would
have happened

e God would use this baby to be a source of blessing to many

2. Record what the woman said to Naomi at the birth of her grandson: “Blessed be the Lord who has not left you this
day without a close relative; and may his name be famous in Israel!

A. who would now take the role of “redeemer of Naomi”? Her grandson

1. According to v15a, what eldse would this child do for Naomi? He would be a restorer of life and a
nourisher in her old age

15 And may he be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you,
who is better to you than seven sons, has borne him."

e Naomi had been deprived of the joys, the pleasures, the comforts because she’d lost her husband and sons and
had lived a sorrowful life ever since

e The only comforts she had were those of her daughter-in-law

e Now a grandson being born restored comfort to her mourning, sorrowful spirit, and would give her pleasure in
the years where she expected none

e Who when grown would feed her, support her and supply her with everything she needed in life as heir to this
large and abundant estate

e Ruth had shown her the same affection for her that she’d cared for with all those years

e Obed was an only son, but his affection for his mother and grandmother would be more than equal to seven
sons

e Obed would bring blessing to Bethlehem and to his family
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The child would bring fame to both the family name and the name of his native town

This verse contains the word “love” — the only reference to that word in the Book of Ruth

Remember back in Ruth 1:21 — Naomi declared she left Ephrathah full and returned empty! Naomi had been
restored to fullness with the birth of this baby

Seven sons symbolized the supreme blessing that could come to a Jewish family

[Job 1:2 NKJV] 2 And seven sons and three daughters were born to him.

B. What glowing comments are said about Ruth (15b) “your daughter in law who loves you, who is better to you

than seven sons, has borne him”

16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her bosom, and became a nurse to him.

Obed was also a blessing to Naomi.

His grandmother informally “adopted” him as her own son and became his foster mother.

Obed was a “restorer of life” to Naomi

Every grandparent can bear witness that grandchildren are better than the Fountain of Youth, for we “get young
again” when the grandchildren come to visit

Every baby that is born into this world is a vote for the future, and grandparents need to focus on the future and
not on the past.

Obed would be a blessing to Naomi in another way: He would one day care for the family that brought him into
the world, including his grandmother Naomi.

Boaz had redeemed the family inheritance; now Obed would continue the family line, protect the inheritance,
and use it to sustain Naomi

protect the inheritance, and use it to sustain Naomi. He would live up to his name and be a “servant” to Naomi,
his “foster mother.”

Obed would early learn to love Naomi even as Ruth loved her

Ruth’s love for her aging mother-in-law is a lesson for us — remember, Ruth had both her Jewish mother-in-law
Naomi as part of her life as well as her Gentile mother-in-law, Rahab, the mother of Boaz

3. what did Naomi do with the child? She laid him on her bosom — using your study helps, can you discover if this had

any special significance? — became nurse to him, became his guardian, took care of him, cared for him as if he were her

own

17 Also the neighbor women gave him a name, saying, "There is a son born to Naomi." And they called his name
Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David.

Josephus says Naomi gave Obed his name as advised by her neighbors likely on the 8" day when he was
circumcised

Obed was a blessing to Boaz and Ruth. This was no ordinary baby, for it was God’s special gift to Boaz and Ruth,
and what a blessing little Obed was to their home!

The name Obed means serving in Hebrew

Jesse was a Bethlehemite born to Obed

4. Who named the child? The neighbor women

Who did they say the son was born to? Naomi
So they named him Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David
Is this prophetic?
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So this means Obed Boaz was David’s great grandpa
18 Now this is the genealogy of Perez: Perez begot Hezron;

e We find this genealogical account also in Matthew
DAY FIVE
1. Whose generations are listed in this passage? Jesus’ generations

A. Read Genesis 38: 24-29
Perez’s father — Judah
Perez’s mother — Tamar
Perez was conceived during an encounter with Judah — he thought she was a prostitute — she was
pursuing a birthright that should have been hers thru Shelah
What does this tell you about the heart of God?

e [1Co 1:26-27 NKJV] 26 For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, [are called]. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the
wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty;

19 Hezron begot Ram, and Ram begot Amminadab;

e This genealogical account is found in both Matthew and Luke, but Luke includes an additional individual in this
description

20 Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon;
¢ Nahshon was mentioned biblically as a prominent leader in the tribe of Judah
21 Salmon begot Boaz, and Boaz begot Obed;

e Obed would bring blessing to Israel.
e Obed was the grandfather of King David, one of Israel’s greatest rulers

22 Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David.

e When the name of David is mentioned, we usually think of either Goliath or Bathsheba
e David did commit a great sin, but he was also a great man of faith whom God used to build the kingdom of
Israel.

e He led the people in overcoming their enemies, expanding their inheritance and, most of all, worshipping their
God

e He wrote worship songs for the Levites to sing and devised musical instruments for them to play

e He Ruth 4 491 spent a lifetime gathering wealth for the building of the temple, and God gave him the plans for
the temple so Solomon could do the job.

e Whether he had in his hand a sling or sword, a harp or hymnal, David was a great servant of God who brought
untold blessings to Israel.

This is our genealogy too as believers in Jesus Christ.
Final Review of the kinsman-redeemer requirements (Lev 25)—

e he had to be a close blood relative — was Boaz a close blood relative? (Ruth 2:1) Jesus is a close blood
relative
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e He was to redeem the property (Ruth 4:9, Lev 25:25) — did Boaz redeem the property? Jesus redeemed us

e He was to redeem a blood relative from slavery if they had become so poor that they had sold themselves
into slavery, a common practice in ancient Biblical times Lev 25: 47-49) — Did Boaz buy Ruth (Ruth 4:10)

e He must be willing to redeem (Ruth 4:3-6) — was Boaz willing to redeem Ruth? Jesus willingly redeemed
us.

e He must be willing to pay the redemption price (Ruth 4:9-10) — Was Boaz able to pay the redemption price?
Jesus paid the redemption price.

Jesus and His love for us:
Looking at the list of qualifications, the first qualification Jesus fulfilled to redeem us?

o [Jhn 1:1-2, 14 NKJV] 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. ... 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

e When Jesus, who is God, became a man, He fulfilled the requirement and fully qualified to become our
redeemer

Lastly, we belong to Him, we are His

e [1Co 6:20 NKJV] 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit,
which are God's.

It’s our genealogy, He is our redeemer, our kinsman redeemer



