
Welcome! 

You’re about to take part in a Biblical journey that we hope will not only grow your relationship with 

Jesus, but also give you an integral understanding of exactly how Jesus fits into the Jewish wedding. 

We will also look at the biblical weddings; first, we will look at Ruth and her betrothal to Boaz at the 

Threshing Floor.  This will bring to closure the study of Ruth that we’ve done for the last four months and 

we hope to show you exactly how her encounter fits Scripturally into the Wedding Pattern 

We will also examine at Tamar, Dinah, Rebekkah, Leah, Rachel and Mary, the mother of Jesus.  It’s our 

prayer that what we show you today will give you an integral understanding of the Jewish Wedding and 

how it ties to Scripture 

Galilean wedding bride and groom followed specific customs Jesus used to illustrate his relationship with 

His followers.  We hope to show you those customs and to provide Scriptural references where 

applicable and to give you customs and traditions that were added to the wedding that you may be 

familiar with. 

Pattern of the Jewish Wedding – understanding the rich imagery of our salvation in Jesus and our 

marriage to Him as His virgin bride -  

• Contract (commitment) 

• Consummation 

• Celebration 

These 3 things still exist today in the modern Jewish wedding 

The ancient Jewish wedding never involved a wedding ceremony like we see today with the bride 

walking down the aisle to be married in the synagogue 

 The wedding ceremony came into existence hundreds of years after Jesus’ death and resurrection 

 Both modern Jewish and Christian weddings are far removed from the marriage culture of the 

first century 

 To understand the metaphors, illustrations and figures of speech used by Jesus about the 

“wedding feast” and the church as the “Bride of Messiah” it’s necessary to forget everything you know 

about modern marriage ceremonies 

Stages of the Ancient Jewish Wedding 

 Stage 1 – signing of the Ketubah or the contract 

  The bride would chose her husband and her father signed a contract with the groom 

called a Ketubah 



  Once that document is signed, the couple is now legally married, although there has been 

no marriage bed (sex) yet 

  Young children could have been and were married (arranged marriages), but the marriage 

was never consummated until they were of age. 

 Stage 2 – Chuppah or consummation 

  As many as up to 7 years later the groom was able to raise the monies documented in the 

Ketubah or marriage contract.  The groom notifies the bride’s father of his completion of that portion of 

the contract and the father of the bride will now set a date to consummate the marriage at the bride’s 

home 

  In the interim, the bride waits with her maidens (brides maids) for the arrival of the 

groom and his companions 

  The couple enters the chuppah and consummates the marriage while the bridesmaids 

and groom’s companions wait ready to celebrate outside or in the next room 

Scriptural references to consider: 

• [Mar 2:19-20 NKJV] 19 And Jesus said to them, "Can the friends of the bridegroom fast while 

the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot 

fast. 20 "But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and 

then they will fast in those days. 

• “Life is not supposed to be a funeral!” Jesus told them. “God wants life to be a wedding feast! 

I am the Bridegroom and these people are My wedding guests. Are not wedding guests 

supposed to have a good time?” 

• [Jhn 3:29 NKJV] 29 "He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the 

bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. 

Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. 

•  John presents himself as the “friend who attends the bridegroom” which is the person today 

we’d call the best man.  John says here, “The bride belongs to the bridegroom,” and by this he 

referred to Jesus and the church, His spiritual bride” 

  The groom hands off the “marriage cloth”, the proof of virginity, to witnesses chosen by 

the bride’s parents who give the cloth to the ride for safekeeping. 

 Stage 3 – the Wedding Feast 

 

 



The Galilean Groom, Bride and Father Jesus, the Church and God the Father 

THE CONTRACT – the Ketubah THE CONTRACT – Acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Savior 

Ketubah’s purpose was to protect the bride.  The father 
of the bride would look out for the best interests of his 
daughter 
The bride was under the father’s control 
Laws of Moses – re: Virgin 
Exo 22:16, Deut 22: 23-29 

 

The Galilean Bride and Groom Jesus is the Groom and the church is the Bride 

Galilean wedding is at least a year-long sequence of 
events 

• The father of the bridegroom selects a bride and 
a marriage covenant is agreed upon between 
the fathers of the bride and the groom.  

• Following this, a betrothal period begins, during 
which the bridegroom prepares the wedding 
chambers and the bride prepares her wedding 
gown and clothing. This period lasts 
approximately a year 

Jesus, the church, the rapture and the second coming are 
a sequence of events that occur over a long period of 
time 

• Between the rapture and the second coming is 
the tribulation 

The Groom begins the marriage tradition by leaving his 
father’s house and going to the home of his prospective 
Bride 

Jesus left his father’s home in heaven came down to the 
earth, the home of his Bride the church 

The father of the Groom officiated the betrothal and set 
the terms and paid the price for the Bride (Rebekah – 
Gen 24:35) 

God the father officiates salvation, sets the terms and 
gave his only son to pay the price to purchase his Bride 

Terms of the marriage covenant were read publicly and 
agreed upon by the bride’s family 

Terms of the covenant between Jesus and the church 
recorded in scripture 

Gifts were exchanged with the most extravagant given 
to the Bride (Rebekah – Gen 24: 51-53) 

God has given many gifts to the church is found 
throughout the New Testament 

The Groom’s dowry is a down payment securing the 
betrothal and caring for the Bride 

Jesus gave his life as a down payment and a security for 
his Bride, and assurance of her future protection and care 

  

The Groom is handed a picture of wine which he pours 
into a ceremonial cup all “the cup of joy” 

Lord’s supper or communion also partakes of the cup of 
joy, the fruit of the vine representing the Groom’s life 
given for the Bride 

The group presents the cup to the Bride and she now 
has a choice to accept or reject it (Rebekah says yes 
Gen:24:58) 

This is a picture of the gospel given to each person who 
can accept or reject it 

Once the wine is drank by the Bride the covenant 
becomes a revocable 

Once a person becomes a believer and is truly saved and 
is part of the church, Jesus Bride, the promise and 
covenant are your revocable, a clear picture of the 
assurance of salvation 



The Groom says publicly “you are now consecrated to 
me by the law of Moses and I will not drink this cup 
again with you until we drink it together in my father’s 
house” 

In Matthew 26:29 at the last supper Jesus repeats almost 
these exact same words to his Bride 

Year-long journey begins his people return to their lives 
in the work of preparing the wedding now begins 

Jesus ascended to heaven in the church now goes about 
the work of preparing itself as the Bride as Jesus prepares 
for the wedding 

The Groom acquires everything needed to build the 
new home for him and his Bride 

Jesus has gone away to heaven for an unspecified period 
of time to build us a home in the father’s house 

The Galileans would have instantly understood that the 
Groom had to go away to build a home 

This is exactly what Jesus did for his Bride, the church 

In the meantime, Bride goes about preparing herself for 
the Groom, keeping herself pure and thinking only of 
the Groom’s return while not knowing the exact day or 
hour 

The church goes about preparing itself as a holy and pure 
Bride for Christ knowing that his return is assured not 
knowing exactly when he will return 

The general sequence of events, the general timing and 
observation of the preparations would tell the Bride the 
time was getting near 

The Bride of Christ can watch the convergence of 
prophetic signs is god’s plan is being fulfilled signaling the 
soon return of Jesus for his Bride 

Only the father knew the exact day and hour and only 
the father could say “go get your Bride” 

Only god the father knows the exact day in our only he 
will tell Jesus “go get your Bride” 

The Galilean wedding, it was expected that the Groom 
would come in the middle of the night at an unknown 
time in the Bride traditionally slept in her wedding 
dress! 

In the parable of the virgins in Matthew 25 we are told to 
always be prepared because the Groom will show up 
always slumber and sleep. The church is to always be 
ready for Jesus return. 

When the father of the Groom says “go” son gets a 
trumpet and sets off for the Bride with a wedding party 
in a wedding procession. 

When god the father tells Jesus the son to go get his 
Bride he returns to earth with a wedding procession and 
the sound of a trumpet. 

Two men would carry the Bride away lifting her up in 
the air on a seat with a pole on either side for men to 
carry her. Galileans referred to this as “flying the Bride 
to the father’s house”! 

This is obviously symbolic of the rapture where the Bride 
of Christ is caught up in the air not by her own power by 
the power of the wedding recession and flown away to 
the father’s house. 

From the moment Bride is carried away she is forever 
with the Groom. 

From the moment the Bride of Christ is caught up in the 
air she is forever with the Groom. 

Upon arrival wedding party would find the wedding 
guests had assembled. 

Upon arrival, the Bride of Christ will find the Old 
Testament saints assembled in heaven. 

THE CHUPPAH – the Consummation THE CHUPPAH – the Consummation 

Matt 25: 1-13 When consented by the bride’s father, 
the groom came to the bride’s home, and took her to a 
specially prepared room to consummate the marriage. 
The groom would then lead her to the wedding feast 
also at the father’s home 
Matt 25: 1-13 is an analogy of stage 2 and 3 of the 
marriage 

 



 

Shortly after the arrival the veiled Bride and the Groom 
would be escorted into the bridal chamber alone where 
the marriage should be consummated (Rebekah Gen 
24:57-58, 64-67) 

The church will experience spiritual union with Jesus 
consummating their covenanted relationship 

The wedding feast would continue for seven days. The marriage supper of the lamb continues in heaven 
during the seven-year tribulation on earth. 

During the seven days the Bride remains hidden in the 
bridal chamber. 

During the seven years the Bride remains hidden in 
heaven 

During this time, the Galilean father closes the door to 
the house and keeps out all those who had rejected the 
invitation or who were not prepared. 

All those who had rejected the Groom’s promise while 
the Bride was on earth are kept out of the wedding feast 
in heaven. The father shuts the door and no one else can 
join the Bride. 

At the conclusion of the seven days the Groom would 
bring the Bride out, her veil removed so that all would 
see who the Bride was. 

When Jesus returns to the earth, he brings the church 
and all who remain on the earth will know who his Bride 
is. 

THE CELEBRATION – the Wedding Feast THE CELEBRATION – the Wedding Feast 

 Jesus’ first miracle was performed at the wedding in Cana 
by turning the water to wine 

The Galilean Wedding Pattern 

The Galilean Groom, Bride and Father Jesus, the Church and God the Father 

THE CONTRACT – the Ketubah THE CONTRACT – Acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Savior 

Ketubah’s purpose was to protect the bride.  The father 
of the bride would look out for the best interests of his 
daughter 
The bride was under the father’s control 
Laws of Moses – re: Virgin 
Exo 22:16, Deut 22: 23-29 

 

The Galilean Bride and Groom Jesus is the Groom and the church is the Bride 

Galilean wedding is at least a year-long sequence of 
events 

• The father of the bridegroom selects a bride and 
a marriage covenant is agreed upon between 
the fathers of the bride and the groom.  

• Following this, a betrothal period begins, during 
which the bridegroom prepares the wedding 
chambers and the bride prepares her wedding 
gown and clothing. This period lasts 
approximately a year 

Jesus, the church, the rapture and the second coming are 
a sequence of events that occur over a long period of 
time 

• Between the rapture and the second coming is 
the tribulation 

The Groom begins the marriage tradition by leaving his 
father’s house and going to the home of his prospective 
Bride 

Jesus left his father’s home in heaven came down to the 
earth, the home of his Bride the church 



The father of the Groom officiated the betrothal and set 
the terms and paid the price for the Bride (Rebekah – 
Gen 24:35) 

God the father officiates salvation, sets the terms and 
gave his only son to pay the price to purchase his Bride 

Terms of the marriage covenant were read publicly and 
agreed upon by the bride’s family 

Terms of the covenant between Jesus and the church 
recorded in scripture 

Gifts were exchanged with the most extravagant given 
to the Bride (Rebekah – Gen 24: 51-53) 

God has given many gifts to the church is found 
throughout the New Testament 

The Groom’s dowry is a down payment securing the 
betrothal and caring for the Bride 

Jesus gave his life as a down payment and a security for 
his Bride, and assurance of her future protection and care 

  

The Groom is handed a picture of wine which he pours 
into a ceremonial cup all “the cup of joy” 

Lord’s supper or communion also partakes of the cup of 
joy, the fruit of the vine representing the Groom’s life 
given for the Bride 

The group presents the cup to the Bride and she now 
has a choice to accept or reject it (Rebekah says yes 
Gen:24:58) 

This is a picture of the gospel given to each person who 
can accept or reject it 

Once the wine is drank by the Bride the covenant 
becomes a revocable 

Once a person becomes a believer and is truly saved and 
is part of the church, Jesus Bride, the promise and 
covenant are your revocable, a clear picture of the 
assurance of salvation 

The Groom says publicly “you are now consecrated to 
me by the law of Moses and I will not drink this cup 
again with you until we drink it together in my father’s 
house” 

In Matthew 26:29 at the last supper Jesus repeats almost 
these exact same words to his Bride 

Year-long journey begins his people return to their lives 
in the work of preparing the wedding now begins 

Jesus ascended to heaven in the church now goes about 
the work of preparing itself as the Bride as Jesus prepares 
for the wedding 

The Groom acquires everything needed to build the 
new home for him and his Bride 

Jesus has gone away to heaven for an unspecified period 
of time to build us a home in the father’s house 

The Galileans would have instantly understood that the 
Groom had to go away to build a home 

This is exactly what Jesus did for his Bride, the church 

In the meantime, Bride goes about preparing herself for 
the Groom, keeping herself pure and thinking only of 
the Groom’s return while not knowing the exact day or 
hour 

The church goes about preparing itself as a holy and pure 
Bride for Christ knowing that his return is assured not 
knowing exactly when he will return 

The general sequence of events, the general timing and 
observation of the preparations would tell the Bride the 
time was getting near 

The Bride of Christ can watch the convergence of 
prophetic signs is god’s plan is being fulfilled signaling the 
soon return of Jesus for his Bride 

Only the father knew the exact day and hour and only 
the father could say “go get your Bride” 

Only god the father knows the exact day in our only he 
will tell Jesus “go get your Bride” 

The Galilean wedding, it was expected that the Groom 
would come in the middle of the night at an unknown 

In the parable of the virgins in Matthew 25 we are told to 
always be prepared because the Groom will show up 



time in the Bride traditionally slept in her wedding 
dress! 

always slumber and sleep. The church is to always be 
ready for Jesus return. 

When the father of the Groom says “go” son gets a 
trumpet and sets off for the Bride with a wedding party 
in a wedding procession. 

When god the father tells Jesus the son to go get his 
Bride he returns to earth with a wedding procession and 
the sound of a trumpet. 

Two men would carry the Bride away lifting her up in 
the air on a seat with a pole on either side for men to 
carry her. Galileans referred to this as “flying the Bride 
to the father’s house”! 

This is obviously symbolic of the rapture where the Bride 
of Christ is caught up in the air not by her own power by 
the power of the wedding recession and flown away to 
the father’s house. 

From the moment Bride is carried away she is forever 
with the Groom. 

From the moment the Bride of Christ is caught up in the 
air she is forever with the Groom. 

Upon arrival wedding party would find the wedding 
guests had assembled. 

Upon arrival, the Bride of Christ will find the Old 
Testament saints assembled in heaven. 

THE CHUPPAH – the Consummation THE CHUPPAH – the Consummation 

Matt 25: 1-13 When consented by the bride’s father, 
the groom came to the bride’s home, and took her to a 
specially prepared room to consummate the marriage. 
The groom would then lead her to the wedding feast 
also at the father’s home 
Matt 25: 1-13 is an analogy of stage 2 and 3 of the 
marriage 
 

 

Shortly after the arrival the veiled Bride and the Groom 
would be escorted into the bridal chamber alone where 
the marriage should be consummated (Rebekah Gen 
24:57-58, 64-67) 

The church will experience spiritual union with Jesus 
consummating their covenanted relationship 

The wedding feast would continue for seven days. The marriage supper of the lamb continues in heaven 
during the seven-year tribulation on earth. 

During the seven days the Bride remains hidden in the 
bridal chamber. 

During the seven years the Bride remains hidden in 
heaven 

During this time, the Galilean father closes the door to 
the house and keeps out all those who had rejected the 
invitation or who were not prepared. 

All those who had rejected the Groom’s promise while 
the Bride was on earth are kept out of the wedding feast 
in heaven. The father shuts the door and no one else can 
join the Bride. 

At the conclusion of the seven days the Groom would 
bring the Bride out, her veil removed so that all would 
see who the Bride was. 

When Jesus returns to the earth, he brings the church 
and all who remain on the earth will know who his Bride 
is. 

THE CELEBRATION – the Wedding Feast THE CELEBRATION – the Wedding Feast 

 Jesus’ first miracle was performed at the wedding in Cana 
by turning the water to wine 

Rebekkah –  

The Contract: 



  The man (Abraham’s trusted servant, likely Eleazer) says to Laban and Bethuel (Bethuel 

was the son of Nahor, Abraham’s brother who was born of Milcah, Nahor’s wife): 

• [Gen 24:33 NKJV] 33 [Food] was set before him to eat, but he said, "I will not eat until I have told 

about my errand." And he said, "Speak on." 

And the man lays out the content of the dowry and names off the abundant blessings of wealth the Lord 

has given Abraham and the directive given him by Abraham to return to his house and his family to take 

a wife for his son. 

• [Gen 24:51 NKJV] 51 "Here [is] Rebekah before you; take [her] and go, and let her be your 

master's son's wife, as the LORD has spoken."  

And Abraham’s servant brings out the gifts for Rebekah and her family (more dowry) (Gen 24:52-53) 

Rebekah consents  

• [Gen 24: 58 NKJV] 58 Then they called Rebekah and said to her, "Will you go with this man?" And 

she said, "I will go." 

Rebekah and Isaac consummate the marriage 

• [Gen 24:33, 58, 64-67 NKJV] 33 [Food] was set before him to eat, but he said, "I will not eat until I 

have told about my errand." And he said, "Speak on." ... 58 Then they called Rebekah and said to 

her, "Will you go with this man?" And she said, "I will go." ... 64 Then Rebekah lifted her eyes, and 

when she saw Isaac she dismounted from her camel; 65 for she had said to the servant, "Who [is] 

this man walking in the field to meet us?" The servant said, "It [is] my master." So she took a veil 

and covered herself. 66 And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67 Then Isaac 

brought her into his mother Sarah's tent; and he took Rebekah and she became his wife, and he 

loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother's [death]. 

There is no mention of a wedding feast, but quite likely one happened. 

 

 

Leah 

Jacob contracts to work for 6 yeas in advance before he gets “the girl” 

• [Gen 29:15-20 NKJV] 15 Then Laban said to Jacob, "Because you [are] my relative, should you 

therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what [should] your wages [be]?" 16 Now Laban had two 

daughters: the name of the elder [was] Leah, and the name of the younger [was] Rachel. 17 

Leah's eyes [were] delicate, but Rachel was beautiful of form and appearance. 18 Now Jacob 



loved Rachel; so he said, "I will serve you seven years for Rachel your younger daughter." 19 And 

Laban said, "[It is] better that I give her to you than that I should give her to another man. Stay 

with me." 20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed [only] a few days to him 

because of the love he had for her. 

Jacob consummates the marriage 

• [Gen 29:21-26 NKJV] 21 Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give [me] my wife, for my days are fulfilled, 

that I may go in to her." 22 And Laban gathered together all the men of the place and made a 

feast. 23 Now it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter and brought her to 

Jacob; and he went in to her. 24 And Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah [as] a maid. 

25 So it came to pass in the morning, that behold, it [was] Leah. And he said to Laban, "What is 

this you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I served you? Why then have you deceived 

me?" 26 And Laban said, "It must not be done so in our country, to give the younger before the 

firstborn. 

Jacob and Leah’s wedding celebration: 

• [Gen 29:27-28 NKJV] 27 "Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also for the service which 

you will serve with me still another seven years." 28 Then Jacob did so and fulfilled her week. So 

he gave him his daughter Rachel as wife also. 

Rachel: 

Jacob and Rachel’s contract: 

• [Gen 29:27-28 NKJV] 27 "Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also for the service which 

you will serve with me still another seven years." 28 Then Jacob did so and fulfilled her week. So 

he gave him his daughter Rachel as wife also. 

Jacob and Rachel’s Consummation: 

• [Gen 29:30 NKJV] 30 Then [Jacob] also went in to Rachel, and he also loved Rachel more than 

Leah. And he served with Laban still another seven years. 

Jacob and Rachel’s wedding celebration: 

 The 7 day wedding feast was for both girls: 

• [Gen 29:27-28 NKJV] 27 "Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also for the service which 

you will serve with me still another seven years." 28 Then Jacob did so and fulfilled her week. So 

he gave him his daughter Rachel as wife also. 

In the case of Jacob and Rachel, Jacob had contracted with Laban to work for 7 years, but Laban tricked 

Jacob at the end of the 7 years giving him Leah rather than Rachel.  Jacob had already made a legal 



contract with Laban for Rachel and had worked the agreed  7 years, however, Jacob and Laban made a 

second contract that allowed him to have relations with Rachel, but would require him to work an 

additional 7 years. 

• [Gen 29:21 NKJV] 21 Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give [me] my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I 

may go in to her." 

• [Gen 29:27 NKJV] 27 "Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also for the service which you 

will serve with me still another seven years." 

• [Gen 29:27-28, 30 NKJV] 27 "Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also for the service 

which you will serve with me still another seven years." 28 Then Jacob did so and fulfilled her 

week. So he gave him his daughter Rachel as wife also. ... 30 Then [Jacob] also went in to Rachel, 

and he also loved Rachel more than Leah. And he served with Laban still another seven years. 

KETUBAH 

Dowry and Bride Price 

Hamor’s son, Shechem, defiled Dinah, Simon and Levi’s sister, yet Shechem was in lust with Dinah and 

wanted to give a gift and a dowry to the sons of Jacob to marry Dinah 

• [Gen 34:12 NKJV] 12 "Ask me ever so much dowry and gift, and I will give according to what you 

say to me; but give me the young woman as a wife." 

But it didn’t end will for Shechem and the men of the town of Shechem 

The bride price was paid to the father of the bride as part of the ketubah or marriage contract. The bride 

price of ancient times was a significant amount of money and was a cash penalty for divorce without 

cause or for taking a second wife without consent of the bride and/or her father 

A couple began their “getting to know you” dating activities after the ketubah was signed.  The document 

was made in triplicate; one copy for the father of the bride, one for the groom with the third being 

sealed and filed as a legal document with the court (synagogue). 

The couple was legally married when the document was signed, but consummation did not happen until 

the 2nd stage of the marriage. 

• Mary and Joseph were betrothed and had never consummated their marriage, even though they 

were legally 100% married 

A legal divorce was required to dissolve the signed ketubah 

Child brides were part of the cultural norms in both Israeli and Arabic cultures 


