HERE COMES THE GROOM

This is an example of a modern Jewish wedding. We will demonstrate for you some of the cultural and traditional acts
in a modern Jewish wedding. These are not scriptural, rather they are from the Jewish culture and Jewish traditions.

i. Ketubah —the Mariage Contract — this is the document that records the groom’s financial
obligation he takes and pledges to the father of the bride and her care by him. Ours will be a
scroll-like roll that will sit on a small table behind the Chuppah

a) This will be given to the Bride as the seven blessings begin

ii. Speak to Unterfirers (Yiddish) — While we do not have this person today, this is one who escorts
the bride and or groom to the chuppah; it’s typically a parent, however, if the parents are not
available, another family friend may lead the Bride and/or Groom under chuppah

iii. Chuppah —is a symbol of the home, a garment and a bed covering

1. Openness of the Chuppah resembles the tent of Abraham, a model of hospitality who
kept his tent open on all sides so that visitors knew they were welcome
2. ltis a symbol of God’s presence at a wedding and in the home that is being established
under the canopy
3. Chuppa - (hupa)is found in the Bible in Joel 2:16 and Psa 19:5 and Isa 4:5
a. [Joe 2:16 NKJV] 16 Gather the people, Sanctify the congregation, Assemble the
elders, Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the bridegroom go out from his
chamber, And the bride from her dressing room.
b. [Psa 19:5 NKJV] 5 Which [is] like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, [And]
rejoices like a strong man to run its race.
c. [lsa 4:5 NKJV] 5 then the LORD will create above every dwelling place of Mount
Zion, and above her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a
flaming fire by night. For over all the glory there [will be] a covering.

iv. Veiling the Bride — (we will speak to this or Rebekah will demonstrate if she has a veil to wear)
the veil of the bride is lifted again to ensure they’re marrying the right bride (Remember Jacob
was deceived by Laban regarding his first bride — Leah, and his commitment to Laban was for
Rachel)

a) The Ketubah is given to the bride
v. Encircling the groom — bride circles groom 7 times with each reading of 1 of the 7 blessings
a) Circling 7 times = Biblical concept for number 7 representing
completeness/perfection
b) Seven Blessings — Sheva Brachot — are printed on individual cards and distributed
to guests. The Blessings are to be recited individually in order. It is an honor to
recite one of the blessings.
c) If you were given a card with Blessing #1, please stand and read that blessing as
Rebekah circles Anthony in the chuppah
1. Blessed are you, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.
d) Please read Blessing #2 etc
Blessed are you, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who created everything for His glory.
Blessed are you, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who created humanity.



Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who created humanity in His image,
in the image of the likeness of his form, and made for them an everlasting establishment.
Blessed are you, Lord, who created humanity.

May the barren one (Jerusalem) rejoice greatly and delight in the ingathering of her
children within her in joy. Blessed are you Lord who causes Zion to rejoice with her
children.

The loving partners shall rejoice as You caused your creatures to delight in the Garden of
Eden of old. Blessed are you Lord who causes the groom and bride to rejoice.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who creates happiness and joy,
groom and bride. Exultation, delight, amusement, and pleasure, love and brotherhood,
peace and friendship. Soon, Lord our God, may the sound of happiness and the sound of
joy and the voice of the groom and the voice of the bride be heard in the cities of Judah
and the streets of Jerusalem — the rejoicing of groom from their huppahs and youths
from their singing banquets. Blessed are you Lord who makes the groom rejoice with the
bride.

The Groom presents the Ring — (Anthony will present the ring to Rebekah — he should get her

wedding ring back from her before the ceremony)

1.

This blessing is recited by the groom as he presents the ring, which represents the
transition from betrothal to marriage —

Blessed are You, Lord our God, Master of the Universe, Who has sanctified us with His
commandments, and commanded us regarding forbidden unions, and Who forbad
betrothed women to us, and permitted to us those married to us by chuppah and
kiddushin. Praised are You, Lord, Who sanctifies His people Israel with chuppah and
kiddushin”

Bride given the ring and Anthony will say to Rebekah “Behold, you are consecrated to me
with this ring according to the law of Moses and Israel”

Do we have 2 witnesses who saw Anthony put the ring on Rebekah - Traditional Jewish

Custom — 2 witnesses must see him place the ring on her finger

Wrapping the Bride and Groom in the Prayer Shawl the groom (Anthony will get the prayer shawl

from the table behind the chuppah and wrap himself and Rebekah in the shawl! covering their

heads
1.

2.
3.

In some Jewish sects, the groom, the rabbi, the people reciting the seven blessings all
wear prayer shawls as well as draping prayer shawls over the chuppah

Here today, the groom will wrap himself and his bride in the tallit

The Tallit represents the couple’s new life together and their shared values

Now a single glass of wine (or “cup of joy”) is shared by the couple — the prayer shawl is removed

from their heads and they remain wrapped in the shawl

Breaking of the glass - The origin of this custom is unknown, although many reasons for it include

that joy must always be tempered. Also, this is a reminder that despite the joy of a wedding, the

Jews still mourn the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem

1.

2.

At the end of the ceremony, the groom breaks a wine glass wrapped in a napkin, crushing
it with his right foot — (a lightbulb wrapped in a napkin will be placed on the floor which
will be on the small table behind the chuppah — the wine glass will be set on the small
table). After the breaking of the “glass”....

The guests shout “Mazel tov!”



3. Recite Psalm 137:4-6
a. [Psa 137:4-6 NKJV] 4 How shall we sing the LORD's song In a foreign land? 5 If |
forget you, O Jerusalem, Let my right hand forget [its skill]! 6 If | do not remember
you, Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth--If | do not exalt Jerusalem
Above my chief joy.
X. Now, the bride and groom exit the chuppah to a hidden place for 10 to 20 minutes alone. The
Yichud —is necessary for the togetherness or seclusion. This is where the Consummation of the
ancient biblical wedding would take place and it would last all night
xi. While the bride and groom are secluded 10-20 minutes begin explanation of
Marriage in the Bible —
Understanding wedding customs of the Bible helps us appreciate the rich imagery of our salvation in Jesus Christ
and our marriage to Him as His virgin bride
The Biblical wedding has 3 elements, even today although the order and timing of each element in a modern
Jewish wedding will vary.
The Ancient Jewish wedding never involved a “wedding ceremony” like we see today with the bride walking
down the aisle to be married in the synagogue. The wedding ceremony was developed hundreds of years after
Jesus rose from the dead. Modern Jewish weddings are vastly different than the ancient Jewish wedding.
Understanding metaphors, illustrations and figures of speech used by Jesus about “the wedding feast”, and the
church as the “bride of Messiah” is enhanced by learning about ancient culture and putting aside everything we
know about the modern marriage ceremonies.
There are 3 stages of an ancient wedding in the bible.
A. Stage 1 —signing of the Ketubah (contract)
B. Stage 2 —the “chuppah” (consummation)
C. Stage 3 —the wedding feast — (celebration)

Stage 1 — Contract - Commitment —

e the bride would choose her husband and her father would sign a legal contract with him
called “ketubah”

e Once this document is signed by the couple, they are 100% married although the
marriage has not yet been consummated

e Arranged marriages often involved young children who were married, but they did not
consummate the marriage until they were of age

Stage 2 — Chuppah — Consummation —

Up to 7 years later, the groom is able to raise the money as was committed to in the ketubah contract
and may then notify the father of the bride who will set the date for the consummation of the
wedding at the bride’s home

o (Mary and Joseph were betrothed; they were married, but had yet to consummate the
marriage)
e The bride waits with her maidens for the arrival of the groom and his companions
o (Matt 25:6 — Parable of the 10 virgins)

Stage 3 — Celebration (Wedding Feast)

e After consummation, the entire wedding party enjoys a community wedding feast



At the conclusion of the seven day wedding feast, the couple has completed the ancient ritual
of marriage

There was no “wedding ceremony” during the first century performed under the chuppah,
nor were there any exchanging of vows saying “l do”. This came about hundreds of years
after the death and resurrection of Messiah



